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memorial of the sounding of the shofar’ — we call to memory the act 
of blowing the shofar, but we do not actually sound the shofar.” 


R. Zeira instructed the associate to go to listen to R. Levi expounding 
the Torah, “for it is impossible that he would end his weekly scriptural 
lesson without some instructive observation.” 


He [Levi] entered and said before them, “One scriptural verse says, ‘it 
is a day of sounding the shofar,’ and another scriptural verse says, ‘a 
memorial of the sounding of the shofar.’ How can this be? When the 
New Year happens to fall on a weekday, it is ‘a day of sounding the 
shofar; when it happens to fall on the Sabbath, ‘a memorial of the 
sounding of the shofar’ — we call to memory the act of blowing the 
shofar, but we do not actually sound the shofar.” 


If this were so, then [the sounding of the shofar] even in the Temple 
should not supersede [the observance of the Sabbath]? 


A Tannaite statement: “[and in the seventh month,] on the first day of 
the month, [you shall have a holy convocation; you shall do no servile 
work; it is a day of sounding the shofar]” (Num. 29:1). 


[E] If this were so, then wherever they know that it is the first day of 
the month it [the sounding of the shofar] should supersede the 
Sabbath. 


[F] R. Simeon ben Yohai taught: “‘it is a day of sounding the shofar 
unto you where you make a burnt offering (Num. 29:1-2) — 
which means in [the Temple], that place where the offerings were 
brought.” 


[G] The colleagues said before R. Jonah: “But is it not written in 
the Torah, ‘then you shall cause the shofar of the Jubilee to 
sound in the seventh month [on the tenth day of the month; on 
the day of Atonement you shall make the shofar sound 
throughout your land]’? (Lev. 25:9).” 


[H] He said to them, “This you cause to sound throughout your 
land, but none other.” 


[I] They said to him, “Or perhaps it means, ‘this you cause to sound 
throughout your land, but the other both in and outside the 
land.’” 


[J] Said R. Jonah, “If it were written in the Torah, ‘you shall cause 
the shofar to sound throughout your land,’ I would say that here 
is a limitation and in the other place an expansion; but since it 


